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Both Voyager spacecrafts carry a greeting to any form of life,

should that be encountered. The message is carried by a
phonograph record - -a 12-inch gold-plated copper disk
containing sounds and images selected to portray the diversity
of life and culture on Earth. The contents of the record were
selected for NASA by a committee chaired by Carl Sagan of
Cornell University. Dr. Sagan and his associates assembled 115
images and a variety of natural sounds. To this they added
musical selections from different cultures and eras, and spoken
greetings from Earth-people in fifty-five languages.

The Voyager mission, now in its 26th year, continues its quest to push
the bounds of space exploration. The twin Voyager 1 and 2
spacecraft opened new vistas in space by greatly expanding our
knowledge of Jupiter and Saturn. Voyager 2 then extended the
planetary adventure when it flew by Uranus and Neptune, becoming
the only spacecraft ever to visit these worlds.

Voyager 1, now the most distant human-made object in the universe, and
Voyager 2, close on its heels, continue their ground-breaking journey
with their current mission to study the region in space where the
Sun's influence ends and the dark recesses of interstellar space
begin

The primary mission was the exploration of Jupiter and Saturn. After
making a string of discoveries there -- such as active volcanoes on
Jupiter®s moon lo and intricacies of Saturn's rings -- the mission
was extended. Voyager 2 went on to explore Uranus and Neptune,
and is still the only spacecraft to have visited those outer planets.
The adventurers® current mission, the Voyager Interstellar Mission
(VIM), will explore the outermost edge of the Sun*s domain. And
beyond.

Launch

Voyager 2 launched on August 20, 1977, from Cape Canaveral, Florida
aboard a Titan-Centaur rocket. On September 5, Voyager 1
launched, also from Cape Canaveral aboard a Titan-Centaur rocket.

Planetary Tour

Between them, Voyager 1 and 2 explored all the giant planets of our
outer solar system, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune; 48 of
their moons; and the unique system of rings and magnetic fields
those planets possess.

Both Voyagers are headed towards the outer boundary of the solar
system.

As of Oct 17, 2003, Voyager 1 was at a distance of 8,401,000,000 miles
from Earth and Voyager 2 at a distance of 6,659,000,000 miles.

Source: http://voyager.jpl.nasa.gov/



